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Twenty-second Sunday inv Ordinawy Time

August 30, 2020

Fromthe Desk of Fr. Leo-

In early Christian centuries, pagan Rome ridiculed
a crucified Savior by painting a caricature of him in the
form of a donkey crucified to a cross. But the cross
triumphed, and agonism collapsed. Today the cross
of Christ stands high on hundreds of church steeples in
the holy city of Rome. The pagan temples are mere
monuments of antiquity. The “folly of the cross” has
become the wisdom of the Christian world.

That the Messiah, their long-awaited Deliverer
and Savior would be a suffering Savior was farthest
from the minds of those who had followed Jesus. They
had been under the dominion of foreign powers for so
many years, they had often been weighed down by
corruption in government circles, as well as exorbitant
taxes and unjust treatment of the ordinary person of the
street, that they longed for the great king who would
restore Israel to her glory, as the prophets had foretold,
and the psalmist had sung in the Temple liturgy. And
now, just after all the apostles had agreed through Peter
their spokesman, that Jesus was that promised
Deliverer, that long-awaited king of Israel, all their
hopes had apparently been dashed to the ground, by the
revelation Jesus had just made, that he would suffer
great torments at the hands of the leaders in Israel and
be put to death. They hardly heard the last part of his
prophecy that he would be raised on the third day; at
any rate, it made little impression on them, for it was
unheard of that anyone should return from the realm of
the dead.

So, Peter remonstrated. He tried to dissuade Jesus
from following that path that seemed to him to lead to
utter failure and ruin. It must happen to him. It simply
could not happen to the Messiah of Israel. It is not often
that anger is attributed to Jesus in the gospels, but this
time he is filled with a holy anger. Will even his
devoted apostles, and above all St. Peter, try to
dissuade him from the path that he knows clearly to be
the will of the Father for the salvation of his fellowmen
and women? It is a real temptation to listen to these
close friends of his who loved him dearly, persuading
him to take an easier path and forget the harsh
measures which the Father laid out for him. How subtle
the temptation! Why must the Messiah-king of Israel
submit to such atrocities and even die for the people?
Is there no alternative? But Jesus resisted at once and
vehemently any such suggestion. It was like the subtle

temptation of Satan in the desert at the outset of his
public career.

The words of Jesus are clear: “If you want to be my
follower, you must take up your cross, but first deny
yourself whatever stands in opposition to my ideals,
whatever comes between me and you, and the yoke of
the cross will not be heavy. “What will it profit you if
you even gain the whole world and ruin yourself in the
process, ruin yourself for all eternity!” Following me,
says the Lord, is no child's play. Your entire eternity
depends on it

Fr. Leo Alban Asuncion

Though we are not able to meet together during this

week, please keep these intentions in your personal

prayers, as Father will continue to include them in
his private masses.

Mass Intentions for the Week
Tues. September 1 N/A
Janice lanne Mom & Dad
(birthday)
Wed. September 2 N/A
Special Intentions
Thur. September 3 N/A
Special Intentions
Fri. September 4 N/A
Special Intentions
Sat. September 5 N/A
Regina Villanueva Lily Militar
(birthday)
Sun. September 6 N/A

People of the Parish

Port Costa N/A
Walter Ligon+ Mary & Moira
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Sunday Collection - August 23

St. Rose, Crockett $984

St. Patrick Mission, Port Costa $200

A BIG THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE
FOUND A WAY TO CONTINUE SUPPORTING
OUR PARISH!

St. Patrick Mission

Mass will be held in the parking/street area just in front
of the church. Please bring your own seat if possible
because very few chairs will be available. Space is very
limited. Mass will be a little shorter than normal, and
everyone will stay in their spot until the end of mass.
At that time Father will invite participants up to receive
communion starting with the back row and keeping 6ft
apart at all times! After communion, in an orderly
manner, the parishioners will pick up their chairs and
return directly to their cars.

St. Rose of Lima

Please bring your own seat and stay on the marked
spots in front of the church. We will only be able to
accommodate 25% of the space in the courtyard. Mass
will be a little shorter than normal, and everyone will
stay in their spot until the end of mass. At that time
Father will invite participants up to receive
communion starting with the back row and keeping 6ft
apart on the markings! After communion, in an
orderly manner, the parishioners will pick up their
chairs and return directly to their cars.

As we prepare for Masses inside in the future,
and to keep our outdoor Masses going, we just want to
check in with all our ministers! To keep contact at a
minimum Lectors, Ushers and the Welcome
Committee are the members we need at this time. If
you are part of any of these groups, please contact the
office (510-787-2052) or talk to Father Leo when you
see him to let us know how comfortable you are
resuming these important duties!

For us to move inside eventually, we will

also need some help in wiping down the pews and a
few other items after Saturday and Sunday Masses.
If anyone is willing to help, please call the office
and let us know! We will not be able to have Mass
indoors until we can train some volunteers to help
with this.

Coronawviruy (COVID-19)

Precautions
With the constant change that is occurring around
us, the Diocese is still adhering to the following
protocols:

e All social gatherings that can be
rescheduled, postponed or cancelled, should
be.

e All public Masses are suspended, or must be
conducted outdoors with no more than 100
participants.

With this information, and the Contra Costa County
announcement that in church services are currently not
allowed. It has been verified that our outdoor Masses
may continue, BUT ONLY AS LONG AS
EVERYONE PLEASE FOLLOW  THE
DIRECTION! SOCIAL DISTANCING AND
MASKS ARE REQUIRED! Please follow these
directions or we will discontinue Mass.

Fish Fry Raffle

As weeks of postponement have turned into months,
we have decided that instead of waiting any longer we
will go ahead with the raffle originally intended for the
Fish Fry. We will continue to collect tickets in case
there are any straggler tickets out there that someone
wants to turn in, and on September 7%, Labor Day,
Father Leo will pull the two winners from the tickets

2 we have received. We will notify the
winners that week, and will post it in
that weekends bulletin!




